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MM Docket No. 97-138 (ReViewf::':'t"j~l\\-'~~~ission's
rules regarding the main f~~o and local pUblic
inspection files of broadcast television and
radio stations.)

1. The purpose of this memorandum is to comment on the
Commission's proposed modification of main studio
and public inspection file rules.
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2. Main Studio. We enthusiastically support the
"Apex" petition recommending amendment of the main
studio rule to allow location of the main studio in
any location which is reasonably accessible to the
community of license.

a. We suspect our situation is typical of many
small market broadcasters in rural areas of the country.
Our AM station has been on the air for 50 years, with
an FM sister station which signed on in 1969, both of
which serve the region around the city of license,
Vidalia, Georgia. Four years ago, facing a proliferation
of Class C and other FM stations, the company applied
for and was granted the license of a Class A FM which
was bankrupt and dark in Soperton, Georgia, 19 miles
away. Given the lack of economic base in the town,
population 3,000, we are originating programming from
our studios in Vidalia to maintain quality control,
keep costs down, and maximize personnel. Yet, because
of tee current main studio rule, we must also maintain
an office, equipment and personnel in Soperton. The
funds we are spending for this purpose are wasteful, and
would be better applied improving our facilities and
further increasing our local news and local sports
coverage.

b. We share the Commission's concerns that any
rules changes continue to facilitate interaction between
us and our local community. However, we submit inter
action is not so much a factor of studio location than
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it is a factor of the station's committment to community
service. That committment is regularly demonstrated
through its attendance at governmental and community
meetings, working with the school board and local schools,
active membership in community organizations such as the
Chamber of Commerce, and participation in community projects
and activities. Responsible broadcasters know this is part
of their public service charter, and the key to success in
small markets.

c. The Class C competitors we face in these markets
seldom provide local news or local public affairs program-
ming to communities in their service area, nor are they
burdened by regulatory requirements to maintain a main
studio in these towns. This situation puts local operators
who are trying to provide "community service" at a competitive
disadvantage and seems contrary to the intent of communications
policy.

d. Accordingly, we join Apex in asking that the main
studio rule allow location of the main studio in any location
which we deem to be reasonably accessible to the community
of license. To keep it simple administratively and in
practical understanding, we recommend that "reasonably
accessible" be defined as "any location within the listening
area that the station can be heard with a consumer grade
radio receiver." This would seem to create a level playing
field among all classes of stations, and help ensure station
responsiveness to listeners throughout its listening area.

3. Public Inspection File. In the interest of economical
and effective file maintenance, we urge adoption of a
provision that the public file be located at the main studio,
wherever the studio is located.

4. Thank you for the opportunity to comment.

Sincerely:
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Jo n E. Ladson, III
Pr sident
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